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Black voters are prepared to support “anyone but Trump,”
but show no real zeal for any of the Democratic candidates.
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A hero is dead

So far, media coverage of
the early February polls by
Quinnipiac
and
Economist/YouGov has highlighted only two facets of
African Americans’ preferences in the 2020 presidential
primaries:
1.
Michael
Bloomberg surged to second
place among black voters nationwide, and 2. Joe Biden is
fading fast in black voters’ affections.
Both may be true, but the
most recent polls (February 911th) served up a much richer

trove of findings about the collective leanings of America’s
30 million eligible or registered black voters.
For one, black voters are
on track for higher turnout in
the 2020 primaries than any
other race group reported by
Economist/YouGov. In its
most current release, 84% of
African Americans plan to vote
in the 2020 primary, versus
81% of white voters, 80% of Hispanics and 60% of Other voters.
This means that black voters
could cast more Democratic
primary votes that all other
racial/ethnic minorities combined.

See PTC, page 8

See USF, page 3

See VOTER, page 9
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Chef Brian Minkin on the St. Petersburg
campus carefully instructs his students on
the proper way to use a knife.
other people’s food, you have to
make sure you’re doing it correctly,” he said.
The students then move on
to the next segment, the
Restaurant/Cook
course,
where they get to work more
on their cooking and baking
skills. Here they get to study
essential ingredients and the
preparation of fruits and vegetables in stocks and soups.
Jackie Drum, culinary in-

USF St. Petersburg Regional Chancellor

structor on the Clearwater
campus for six years, said that
the students continue to learn
about nutrition in this segment,
along with handling chef’s
knives and doling out precise
measurements.
“They learn about different
kinds of appetizer, tapas,”
Drum said, “sandwiches, salads, how to emulsify different
kinds of dressings.”

Even more glaring, an
overwhelming majority of
African Americans will vote for
anyone but Donald Trump.
More
than
any
race/gender/age group reported by Quinnipiac and
YouGov, black voters want
Trump out!
Though a much higher
share of African Americans say
they would prefer a candidate
who shares their views “if all
else were equal” (62% of black
voters versus only 37% of white
voters), black voters clearly
recognize that “all else is not
equal.”

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL

INDEX

BY MARTIN TADLOCK, PH.D.

ST. PETERSBURG – Throughout its 52-year history, USF St. Petersburg has always been the
community’s university. We take
pride in serving all members of
Pinellas County and serving as a
hub for community engagement,
workforce development and —
most importantly — student success.
That is who we are. That is
who we always will be.
You may have seen a lot in the
news recently about USF St. Petersburg. There have been multiple stories about our impending
consolidation with the other USF
campuses. A lot of attention has
also been paid to USF’s status as
a preeminent Florida university.
All of this may have left an impression among community members that USF St. Petersburg is no
longer as accessible to students in
our community. That is simply not
true, and I appreciate the opportunity to set the record straight.
For those who may not be as
familiar with USFSP, I’d like to tell
you a little more about us. We are
Pinellas County’s only residential,
public research university. We are
home to about 5,000 students,
with over two-thirds being commuters. We have two residential
halls with a new one opening this
summer. We offer 38 undergraduate and 17 graduate programs.
Forty-three percent of our students receive Pell grants, the
highest percentage of all of the
USF campuses. More than 80 percent of our students work either
full-time or part-time, so keeping
things affordable for students is a
major priority for us.
For example, the overall cost
of a USF bachelor’s degree has
decreased by more than 30 percent over the past five years, we
have saved students over $500,000
in textbooks last year alone, and
we have added over $500,000 in
new scholarships the past two
years.
At the same time, we are focused on making our campus as
accessible as possible. In 2018, we
launched a new program in partnership with St. Petersburg College (SPC) called Pinellas Access
to Higher Education, or PATHe.
Our goal is to expand educational

Mastering the art of cooking at PTC
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Whether they’re sautéing or
broiling, roasting or baking, future chefs and bakers alike are
learning to master their kitchen
skills in the Professional Culinary Arts & Hospitality program offered at both the St.
Petersburg and Clearwater
campuses of Pinellas Technical
College (PTC).
In this hands-on program
taught in a state-of-the-art professional kitchen, there consists of four segments: Food
Preparation, Restaurant Cook,
Chef/Head Cook, and finally,
the Food Service Management
course. The initial course covers the ever-important basics
that all prospective chefs need
to know, such as measurements, equipment, basic cooking principles, and even food
science.
Chef Brian Minkin, a longtime Clearwater PTC instructor who now teaches on the St.
Pete campus, explained that it
also includes kitchen safety and
food sanitation.
“When you’re handling

Martin Tadlock

We Value Diversity | We Value Education | We Value History
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com • 727-896-2922

Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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Bridging the ‘Downtown-Southside
Divide’: OneCommunity,
Localtopia Partner for Diversity
BY GYPSY C. GALLARDO
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The annual Localtopia
Festival is billed as St.
Pete’s largest “Community Celebration of All
Things Local.” Indeed,
the seven-hour “surround sound” event happening this Saturday,
February 22nd, will
showcase 250 independent businesses and community organizations,
welcoming 20,000 patrons for seven-hours of
non-stop entertainment.
For each of the past
six
years,
since Localtopia took
flight, the mega fest has
reflected the demographics of St. Petersburg’s
thriving downtown and
artist
communities,
which is to say, the vast
majority of vendors, performing artists and patrons were white.
Not that festival planners wanted it that way.
According to Tahisia
Scantling, lead organizer
for a new diversity initiative for Localtopia, the
absence of African Americans and other people of
color is due to a lack of
awareness and “that old
mental perception that
things that happen downtown aren’t for them.”
Scantling says, “Most
black vendors and consumers I’ve talked with

simply did not know
about the festival, or if
they did, they didn’t feel
it was for them.”
The partnership was
arranged by St. Petersburg’s Urban Affairs Director
Nikki
Gaskin-Capehart along
with Olga Bof, Founder
and Executive Director
of Keep St. Pete Local,
and Scantling in her capacity as Chairperson of
the One Community
Plan Business Network.
The One Community
team is financially sponsoring 10 black-owned
firms to be featured at
the seventh annual event
this week. Selected vendors include well-known
brands such as Island
Flavors & Tings’ vending
Jamaican food and products, Uniquely Original
Art Studio, Next Level
Biz Network and Skin
Kandii – a line of homemade natural skincare
products sold in a half
dozen local retail outlets.
Others exhibiting this
Saturday include Tranquil Pathways, which
books group tours to
South Africa and other international
destinations, TET Salon, with
on-site African hair braiding, and consumer products by Agape Soles
Shoetique, InSparkle Me,
and Waste Trainers.
“They’re bringing an
Afro-Caribbean flair to

Williams Park this weekend,” says Scantling, “not
only with their products
but with their presence.”
“We’re providing the
bridge and the opportunity pathways for more
community businesses to
grow in St. Petersburg,”
says Watson Haynes,
president of the Pinellas
County Urban League
and one of several leaders of the 2020 Plan and
One Community Plan.
The group is currently leading a half
dozen major diversity
partnerships, thanks to
funding support from the
City of St. Petersburg,
the Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg
and other local philanthropists.
The Localtopia Festival takes place this Saturday, Feb. 22 from 10-5
p.m. at Williams Park
and surrounding streets
(see the festival map
here). Event planners
caution that parking will
be tight. Bike valet is
available at Williams
Park.
In addition to street
parking
throughout
downtown,
consider
parking at Sundial St.
Pete Garage (117 2nd St.
N) and the new Museum
of the American Arts and
Crafts Movement garage
(350 3rd St. N).

2020 Community Education Conversation
The Education Committee of the
St. Petersburg Branch of the NAACP
has planned a community meeting to
discuss the educational needs of the
South St. Petersburg students and
families of School Board District-7.

PICK OF THE WEEK! DOG

When: Saturday, February 29
Time: 10:00AM - 12:00PM
Location: McCabe United Methodist Church,
2800 26th Avenue S, St. Petersburg
The purpose of this gathering is to facilitate a healthy but
frank conversation between the community and those persons
who have indicated a desire to position themselves as potential candidates for the elected office of Pinellas County
School Board Member for District-7.
This is not a candidate forum.
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USF St. Petersburg: A welcoming place for all
USF, from front page

access and assist Pinellas
County students who
want to earn a college degree.
The program puts four
education counselors in
Pinellas County schools
to work with middle and
high schoolers (and their
families) to navigate the
college
application
process and answer any
questions they may have.
Students can also apply to
the PATHe program,
where they start at SPC
and later transition to USF
St. Petersburg. PATHe
also offers financial aid
and scholarships at both
SPC and USF St. Petersburg.
We created PATHe be-

cause we know that working with higher education
processes can be intimidating. I know this firsthand because I never
dreamed I would attend
college.
I grew up poor in rural
North Carolina. After
high school, I got a job
shoveling asphalt off the
back of a truck, assuming
that’s what I would do for
the rest of my life. But the
Vietnam War intervened,
and I wound up serving in
the military.
While there, I took a
college course on a military base where I had a
lot of support, got a B, and
thought “Ok, I can do
this.” So I used the GI bill

to attend college and the
rest is history.
That
experience
taught me that everyone
deserves the opportunity
to pursue an education beyond high school if they
want to and that everyone
needs support to make
that happen. So, we do
everything we can to ensure that USFSP is accessible to students.
I invite you to get engaged with our university.
Visit our campus. Check
out our website at
USFSP.edu. Contact our
admissions
office
at
usfsp.edu/admissions. You
can also follow us on social
media sites such as Facebook (facebook.com/gous-

fsp), Instagram (@usfstpetersburg) and Twitter
(@usfsp).
Also, watch this space
over the coming months
for everything from tips
on how to navigate the financial aid process to profiles of local students to
stories on our student life
activities. We formed this
partnership with the
Weekly Challenger to
help keep you up to date
on all of the exciting initiatives happening at
USFSP.
Recently, our Student
Government launched a
campaign called, “You Belong Here.” Their message is simple: no matter
your race, ethnicity, reli-

gious affiliation, sexual
orientation, political affiliation and any other identities; you are a part of the
USFSP family and you are
valued and loved here.
That sums up who we

are at USF St. Petersburg.
It’s a message that I hope
resonates with all members of our Pinellas
County community. We
are your university. We
are here for you.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CREAL FUNERAL
B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Deannie
K’s
Beauty
Salon
HOME AND
1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

Beauty is more
than skin deep.

727-896-2602

Call TODAY for an appointment

CREMATIONS, INC

“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
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Denise Hall-Papaleo: Girl baller
BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Denise Hall-Papaleo said
she’s been around the
sport of basketball all her
life. But what started as a
sport she hung around
because her parents were
basketball coaches for a
local AAU (Amateur Athletic Union) group, turned
into a passion when her
mother realized she could
steal the ball just as good
as the boys.
“My mom and dad
coached an AAU boys
team where my brother
played,” Denise said. “My
mom coached the four
and five-year-old group.
She put me on her team
because I showed I could
steal the ball from the
boys.”
What started as a fun
activity has turned out to
be the 18-year-old’s calling. Denise has just
achieved a milestone in
the sport that only a few

others can say they’ve
been able to attain. She recently reached 1,000
points in her high school
basketball career.
A senior at St. Pete
High School, Denise has
averaged 11 points a
game this year as a point
guard, although she says
she’s capable of playing
any position on the court.
She admits achieving
1,000 points wasn’t her
main goal, but she is excited and amazed by the
achievement.
“I feel overwhelmed,”
exclaimed Denise. It is a
great accomplishment,
but my main focus was
not to get it. I really just
enjoy playing the game.”
Her mother, Angie
Hall, said she is happy for
her daughter and believes
she deserves all the accolades for her hard work
and dedication to the
game, especially because
she was able to persevere
after losing her father in
2015.
“This is a great accom-

plishment for my daughter,” Hall said. “I am very
proud of her for persevering through the loss of
her father. She could’ve
given up at any time –
fighting through the
heartache of her dad not
being in the stands to
cheer her on.”
Hall, a paraprofessional for Pinellas County
Schools, said it has been
an honor to watch her
daughter’s basketball career blossom, and she is
excited about what the future holds for her.
“Watching my
baby girl play basketball
delivers great excitement
and joy to the game,” Hall
said. “She sees the court
very well, and I know any
college coach would be
happy to have her on their
program.
For
Denise,
the
chance to play in the
WNBA would be a dream
come true.
“It has always been a
dream because of how
much I love the game,”

Denise stated.
Her favorite player is
Maya Moore, a professional women’s basketball
player who Sports Illustrated called the greatest
winner in the history of
basketball. Moore was
drafted as the first overall
pick in the 2011 WNBA
draft.
“I look up to Maya
Moore,” Denise revealed.
“She is a beast on the
court and a very humble
person.”
But even though she
says being a part of the
WMBA would be amazing, she is also interested
in becoming a nurse after
high school.
“It’s always been in
my heart to help people,”
she said.
Even though Denise
may have a lot of decisions ahead of her, she
says for now she’ll just
keep enjoying the game.
“When I am on the
court, I feel at peace.”

she now connected eyes
with had been on the
phone with her moments
earlier. Others were involved in making plans
with her for other endeavors, and no one let on that
they would come together
to celebrate her.
“I can’t believe this,”
said Starling-Williams. “I
just talked to you,” she
said to some of the
guests.
Jimmy
Starling,
brother and the youngest
of six siblings shared the
experience of growing up
with his sister.
“She taught me everything, including how to
drive, cook, wash dishes,
and to be a leader.”
In high school, Starling became class president at Dixie Hollins High
School in 1984 and credited his sister for encouraging and preparing him
for the task.
Starling-Williams was
born Feb. 2, 1964, and is a
1982 graduate of Dixie
Hollins High School. She
went on to earn a bachelor’s degree from Nova
University, and a master’s
from the University of
Phoenix.

She taught at Madeira
Beach Elementary before
being appointed to the
Pinellas County School
Board by then-Governor
Jeb Bush.
With her professional
career thriving, her heart
sent her to work in the
family business, Starling
School and Day Care,
started by parents, the
late Jimmy and Viola Starling.
Soon afterward, Starling-Williams was diagnosed
with
kidney
disease. A woman of
faith, she put her trust in
God. With the love and
support of her family and
friends, she is winning the
battle over the disease.
“All that I had been
taught about walking by
faith and not by sight, I
knew that God would heal
me. I believed that I
would live to live and not
live to die.”
Six years ago, StarlingWilliams received a kidney from a young donor.
This young man’s organ
was such a blessing that
she named it Glory. She
turned her battle over kidney disease into support
and awareness of the dis-

ease.
In 2009, StarlingWilliams started the All
Kidney Patient Support
Group. As the founder,
her work allowed her to
impact kidney patients all
over the world.
Her husband, Michael
Williams, recently passed
away, and through her
faith, family and friends,
she continues to endure.
At the party, Michael
Jean Felix, of the All Kidney Patients Support
Group, presented her the
Outstanding Community
Leadership Award in appreciation for her extraordinary
dedication,
generous commitment,
time, support and inspiration.
Jean-Felix met Starling-Williams three years
ago while taking care of
his mother suffering from
kidney disease. She welcomed him with open
arms and offered countless support. He was ecstatic to be a part of the
celebration.
“Today was a total surprise, Starling Williams
stated. “I’m so blessed
and thankful to God that
he was able to show me

Denise Hall-Papaleo

Surprise!
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
On the rainy morning of
Saturday, Feb. 1, Janice
Starling-Williams
prepared to attend a faithbased
meeting
assembling to address issues affecting the community. Soon after the
gathering, she, along with
her good friend Cheryl
Sage, headed to Glory
Days Grill on Fourth
Street North for a bite to
eat.
Unbeknownst to Starling-Williams, she was
walking into a surprise
party with more than 40
friends and family prepared to wish her well for
her birthday.
As she entered the
restaurant,
StarlingWilliams flashed her signature smile, greeting the
host and hostess of the
restaurant, yet unaware of
the wonder that she was
about to face.
“Surprise,” screamed
her family and friends.
The shocked look on
her face told the story
that she had been outdone. Several of the faces

his love through my
friends and family.”
To reach Dexter Mc-

Cree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
From the Pastor’s
Desk
Spontaneous Love
This is the message
you heard from the beginning: We should love one
another. 1 John 3:11
Love is not premeditated – it is spontaneous;
that is, it bursts forth in extraordinary ways. There is
nothing of precise certainty in Paul’s description
of love. We cannot predetermine our thoughts and
actions by saying: “now I
will never think any evil
thoughts, and I will believe
everything that Jesus
would have me to believe.”
No, the characteristic of
Love is spontaneity. We
don’t deliberately set the
statements of Jesus before
us as our standard but
when His Spirit is having
His way with us, we live according to His standard,
without even realizing it.
When we look back, we are
amazed at how uncon-

cerned we have been over
our emotions, which is the
very evidence that real
spontaneous love was
there. The nature of everything involved in the life of
God in us is only discerned
when we have been
through it and it is in our
past.
The fountains for
which love flows are in
God, not in us. It is absurd
to think that the love of
God is naturally in our
hearts as a result of our
own nature. His love is
there only because it “has
been poured out in our
hearts by the Holy Spirit .
.” (Romans 5:5)
If we try to prove to
God how much we love
Him, it is a sure sign that
we really don’t love Him.
The evidence of our love
for Him is absolute spontaneity of our love, which
flows naturally from His nature within us. When we
look back, we will not be

Pastor’s Corner
able to determine why we
did certain things, but we
can know that we did them
according to the spontaneous nature of His love in
us. The life of God exhibits
itself in this spontaneous
way because the fountains
of His love are in the Holy
Spirit.
This is how we know
what love is: Christ gave
his life for us. We too, then,
ought to give our lives for
others! 1 John 3:1 (GNT)
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@ 7:00 p.m.

ST PETE United for 2020
A Family Event
“Our strength comes from unity and
not division.” -- President Barack Obama
Saturday March 7, 10am to 12pm, Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Avenue South
• Light breakfast • Kids art activities • Voter registration/update • Local speakers
Learn how we will get Democrats elected!
RSVP: TEXT 727-412-1541
Pinellas Democratic Party District 70 | Southside St Pete
ed.stevens@pinellasdemocrats.com

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Have you tapped into your Divinity?
“Whereby are given unto
us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these
ye might be partakers of the
divine nature (II Peter 1:4).”
The purpose of your
physical body is so that you
can be a unique expression of
the Divine on the earth. Different from your spirit which
is eternal, your body has a
beginning and an ending.
Through your conversation
with God before time began,
you agreed to fulfill a purpose
on the earth (Jeremiah 1:35). You cannot transition
from this dimension of life
(abundant life) to the next dimension of life (eternal life)
until that purpose is fulfilled
(John 10:10). There is no
death, only higher and
higher forms of life.
Just as you were born on
a specific day at a specific

time, you have an expiration
date. Your expiration date is
the day that you (the real
you, your spirit) will leave
your body because it has fulfilled everything that it
needed to do in the physical
realm.
Jesus, our Wayshower,
only had 33 years in his physical body. He accomplished a
lot during that time frame inclusive of but not limited to
preaching, teaching, healing,
developing disciples, training
church leaders as well as performing miracles, signs, and
wonders. You have that same
divine power within you to do
everything that Jesus did and
even greater works because
you have more time on the
earth AND the collective consciousness of humanity has
expanded through knowledge and technology.

Jesus, as Wayshower,
taught his disciples about
their divinity and told them
that they were gods (John
10:34). You are god, too. You
are not the God of gods who
created the universe, but you
are God manifested in your
physical body. You are the little g-o-d.
Your awareness of your
divinity means that you are
one with God and that there
is no separation between you
and God. “I and my Father
are one” John 10:30. God is
above you and beneath you.
God is in front of you and behind you. God is on your left
as well as your right. God is
in you and works through
you. You are God’s heart,
eyes, ears, nose, throat,
hands, and feet.

First Mt. Zion
The First Mt. Zion family will observe the
church’s 103rd anniversary
and the pastor’s 28th year
of service with the theme:
To Obey Is Better Than
Sacrifice." (1 Samuel
15:22)
The celebration will
kick-off with a musical

sponsored by the Unity
Choir on Saturday, February 15 at 4:00pm. Various
groups will be participating.
Nightly anniversary
services for the week will
begin at 7:30 pm.
• Friday-Feb. 21 -Galilee Missionary Baptist

Church, Reverend Ernest
Jones, Pastor
• Sunday, Feb. 23 -11am - Joe Johnson, Pastor
Emeritus, Trinity CME
Church, Tampa
First Mount Zion is located at 1121 22nd Street
South and Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Open casting call
Dancers, singers, actors and Christian rap artist wanted
It’s that time of year for Victory Christian Center’s
annual run of the “Passion” production.
Auditions will be held Sunday, Feb. 23 at 3 p.m. at 3012 18th Ave. S.
Please be prepared to demonstrate your talent.
Call 727-403-8111 for questions.

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.
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TRAMA TRAPS
by Dr. Brittany Peters,
LCSW, MCAP, QS

Minority mental health
Strong, black, and living in survival mode—
many of us have
withstood the ultimate
test of time, barely making it out with our own
lives. Many of us constantly search for the
words to describe the
pain associated with our
black experience.
African-American
poet Ntozake Shange
wrote in “For Colored
Girls Who Considered
Suicide when the Rainbow Is Enuf” described it
this way: “Somebody almost walked off wid alla
my stuff!” Rapper J. Cole
framed it as, “Somethings got a hold on me.”
That something is

trauma. Trauma shows
up uninvited at multiple
times throughout our
lives. Trauma brings
abuse, neglect, substance misuse, intimate
partner violence, and
sexual abuse, to name a
few. Trauma does not
care what time or where
you are in your life: childhood, middle of the
night, or during your
marriage. Science has
proven what we in the
black community have
known for years —
trauma can trap you.
Trauma can trap us in
unproductive behavior
patterns, unhealthy relationships, chronic health
problems, and counter-

productive thinking patterns. Trauma alters our
bodies and lives in various ways. Physiologically, it leaves some of us
with high blood pressure. Interpersonally, it
leaves many of us emotionally numb.
When
Ntozake
Shange said, “Somebody
almost walked off wid
alla my stuff,” she meant
“walked off” with our
laughs, our smiles, our
compassion for others,
and our compassion for
ourselves.
It’s no wonder many
of us are living in survival
mode, on edge, ready to
fight, ready to retreat,
ready to, as rapper Lil

Boosie stated, “set this
b**** off.”
Despite all the knowledge and treatments
available for individuals
who have survived
trauma, minorities, particularly black and brown
people, underutilize behavioral health services.
Additionally, black and
brown people are underserved and face barriers
to treatment, such as
stigma, accessibility, and
limited therapists who
truly understand the
black experience.
Part of our responsibility as a community is
to no longer find comfort
in merely surviving. Surviving through a trau-

matic childhood or traumatic experience is not
always an indicator of resilience. Witness the
many causes of death in
Pinellas County, where
the rates are high for
black and brown deaths,
new incidences of HIV,
low birth weight, and infant deaths.
The strength of our
community is that we
possess the capacity to
build structures that promote resiliency in a way
that acknowledges our
trauma and encourages
the use of health-care
providers to address the
impact trauma has on our
bodies.
Accessing medical

care annually, talking
about our experiences,
being open to medication
when necessary, and seeing a therapist are essential to building true
resiliency in our community so that we can be
strong,
black,
and
healed.
Dr. Brittany Peters is a
licensed clinical social work,
carrying a certification in
addictions. She works as a
consultant in addition to
teaching for the University of
Florida and Walden University. She volunteers her
time through the Urban
League Young Professionals,
League of Women Voters,
and the Tampa Bay Association of Social workers.

W W W . T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

CONNECT WITH US!
W W W . T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M
Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.
If you can dream it,
can you achieve it? It is
nice to think that you
can. Applause awaits
when you do, but what
happens to you during
the pursuit?
Meet Dr. Alexa Irene
Canady, a woman who is
now retired but who became the first black person to become a
neurosurgeon in 1981. In
1984, Canady also became the first AfricanAmerican woman who
was board certified in
neurosurgery. She was
born on November 7,
1951, in Lansing, Mich.
Canady’s parents instilled in her the importance of education and
hard work. Throughout
her schooling, she faced
prejudice, but her commitment to education
and her parents’ instruc-

tion motivated her to persevere.
Reportedly, one of
her teachers regularly
switched her test scores
with a white student’s
scores to cover up her intelligence. The effects of
that could have had a
devastating life-long injury.
Although she graduated with honors from
high school, her experience there was not
smooth. Canady and her
brother were the only
two African-American
students at their school.
In 1967, Canady was
nominated as a National
Achievement Scholar. In
1971, she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
Zoology from the University of Michigan. At one
point,
she
almost
dropped out due to what

Yet still, she worried
was labeled as a “crisis of
confidence.” Around that
time, she decided to pursue medicine after learning about a minority
scholarship.
While in medical
school, Canady continued to face challenges.
She believed that she, as
well as other female students, were frequently
being dismissed by professors. Early life experiences prepared her,
however, to push on.
Advisors
recommended that Canady not
specialize in neurology,
but this did not deter her.
Her mind was set. In
1975, she earned a Doctor of Medicine degree
with cum laude honors
from the University of
Michigan. Because she
loved children, Canady
specialized in pediatric

neurosurgery and became chief of neurosurgery at the Children’s
Hospital in Michigan
from 1987 until her partial retirement in 2001.
Even though Canady
graduated from medical
school with high honors,
it was still difficult for her
to gain a residency. She
overcame that obstacle
by slowly building her résumé, reading countless
articles, and attending
every conference and
seminar she could. She
needed to go above and
beyond to have a chance.
From 1975 through
1976, Canady landed a
surgical intern at the
Yale-New Haven Hospital. There, she faced prejudice and discriminative
comments as she was
both the first black and
female intern in the pro-

gram.
Despite this, Canady
was voted one of the top
residents by her fellow
physicians. Afterward,
Canady became the first
female black neurosurgery resident in the
United States when she
went to the University of
Minnesota for her residency.
Also, the research
she did with Wayne State
University led to the development of an antisiphon shunt that helps
to treat hydrocephalus.
It was when Canady
retired that she realized
the significance of her accomplishments, not only
for herself but for those
coming after her – particularly other women and
African Americans in
medicine.
It is easy for us only

Alexa Canady
to applaud her accomplishments. It is important, however, to also pay
homage to her for overcoming the obstacles
placed in her way in her
pursuit of achievement. It
is those “behind the
scenes” successes that
many times go undocumented. Those are the
ones that make it a little
easier for those coming
next.
Let us not forget that
on the road to making
history, yet she still worried.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education
(COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898
or 800-917-2081 and Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033,
(404) 679-4500
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Mastering the art of cooking at PTC
PTC , from front page

In this course, students
also learn essential frontof-house skills as well,
Drum said, including how
to serve, how to correctly
set tables, and how to use
a computerized POS
(point of sale) register.
It is in the Chef/Head
Cook portion of the program that the students
move on to entrées, including centerpiece dishes
consisting of beef, pork,
fish, and poultry. Such delectable meats are often
accompanied by tasty
sides to perfectly round
out the meals.
“Your rices, your pastas,
your
potatoes,”
Minkin said, “and of
course any vegetables that
accompany the main entrée.”
The Food Service
Management portion is
the final part of the journey, where students study
the purchase, use, and
maintenance of all food
service equipment. They
also apply advanced cooking techniques in the
classroom and the kitchen
and get the chance to express themselves with
their own edible innovations.
“They’re acting as a
manager and coordinating,” Minkin explained,
“and creating menus for
service, and of course,
overseeing those menus
that they create.”
The savory dishes —
everything from smothered pork chops to Shrimp
Alfredo
to
gourmet
omelets — are served at
both PTC campuses for
the faculty, staff, and students. On the St. Pete campus, meals are even
donated to homeless shelters.
Some
ingredients

come from local purveyors, while others are harvested directly from the
gardens on the campuses,
including exotic fares such
as Ethiopian kale and
more familiar vegetables
such as broccoli, heirloom
tomatoes, and collard
greens.
“We have onions in
there, we have cantaloupe
in there,” Drum said of the
Clearwater campus garden, “tomatoes, romaine,
celery. We have a lemon
and lime tree.”
Minkin explained that
they compost the vegetable scraps and waste to
feed the soil.
“So we’re doing some
‘green’ stuff there, good
for the environment,” he
said.
If the student is driven
and has good attendance,
it takes about 13 months to
complete the program,
Minkin noted. The ages of
the students range from
high school teens in the
dual enrollment program
to senior citizens looking
to embark on a whole new
career or just reinvent
themselves.
PTC assists with job
placement once the students have finished the
program, helping them
launch their new careers
at resorts, upscale restaurants on the beach, or anywhere else that needs
skilled chefs — even highend retirement communities.
“We have so many connections with our industry
partners,” Minkin said,
adding due to the resurgence of St. Pete and surrounding areas, there are
more and more restaurants coming up all the
time. “Placing the students
is typically not a problem.”

Drum said that PTC
tries to pair students with
the establishments that
they believe will be a good
match for all concerned.
For those that have a
penchant for the sweeter
things in life, the Clearwater campus offers the Baking & Pastry Arts
program. It is broken up
into two segments, the
first of which is the Pastry
Cook/Baker course.
Chef Rose Audibert explains it’s important for beginning students to learn
to read and follow a formula.
“Because that’s what a
recipe is in baking, a formula,” she explained. It’s
chemistry.”
Students learn liquid
volumes and weights and
understand how to read
recipes.
“Then we move into
yeast and raised doughnuts,” Audibert explained,
“anything yeast related.
Sweet dough, Danish, laminated doughs.”
Quick bread, cookies,
and muffin mixes are also
taught in this first course,
while the second part, the
Pastry Chef/Head Baker
course, involves sauces,
pies, and pastries while
stressing presentation.
“You’re also taught the
managerial part of it,” Audibert said. “We teach the
registers, so they have the
concept
of
monies.
There’s a project that they
have to do, a fictitious bakery of some sort—everything you can think of to
open up a business.”
The program takes
about six months to complete, and PTC, as it does
for all its graduates, helps
place the students in the
workforce. Baking & Pastry Arts graduates can find

Chef Jackie Drum and two of her students were recently
featured on Channel 13’s Charley’s World.

Chef Rose Audibert let her Baking & Pastry Arts student,
Spencer Reeves, show off his cooking skills on Channel 10’s Great Day
Live with Javante Ingram (far left) and Kendall Kirkham (far right).
jobs in such varied locations as restaurants and
hotels, nursing establishments, supermarket bakeries, and even cruise
ships.
The instructors agree
that lending a guiding
hand to future chefs and
bakers is rewarding work
in itself. Drum finds it sat-

isfying seeing her students
grasp all the skills they’ve
learned and to be successful out in the workforce.
“Sometimes we don’t
realize as instructors the
impact that we’re making
on our students’ lives,”
Minkin said. “My reward,
my paycheck, is when
they go on to better things,

whether it’s improving
their cooking at home or if
they become a chef at a
hotel or restaurant.”
For more information
on the more than 40 programs offered at PTC, visit
myptc.edu or call 727-8932500 in St. Pete and 727538-7167 in Clearwater.
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Breaking Down the Polls: Black Voter Preferences in the 2020 Presidential Primary
VOTER, from front page

Quinnipiac shows that
an average 82% of African
Americans would vote for
any of the six leading Democrats over Trump,
compared to 44% of white
voters who would. And in
last
week’s
Economist/YouGov release, 74% of black voters
said they would vote for
the Democratic candidate
(no matter who it is)
against Trump.
But don’t mistake
black voters’ distaste for
the 45th president as passion for the Democratic
contenders. So far, there
are no signs of actual zeal
for any single candidate
on the part of African
Americans.
Black registered voters are less satisfied with
the Democratic choices,
compared
to
other
race/ethnic groups. Ac-

cording
to
Economist/YouGov, 78%
of whites and 74% of Hispanics say they are generally satisfied with the
Democratic slate, versus
only 67% of African Americans who are.
And take note of how
quickly Joe Biden could
be thrown under the electoral bus among black voters. Though he ranks
number one in polls of
black voters (and has held
that
position
for
months)…
• Biden rates a close
second to Buttigieg in the
number of African Americans who have an unfavorable view of him.
• Biden registers the
second highest rate of disappointment among black
voters in the hypothetical
“if he became the nominee” (see Graph 4).

• And take a close
look at Graph 1, three
other candidates would
nab a higher black vote
share than Biden, in headto-head match-ups against
Trump
(Bloomberg,
Sanders and Warren),
while Klobuchar (one of
the least well known candidates among black voters) would win about as
much black support as
Biden.
Take-Aways about
the Leading Democratic Contenders
• Pete Buttigieg is
getting practically zero
bump with black voters
for his first place showing
in Iowa. Polls conducted
one week after the
botched Iowa caucus
show Buttigieg as the
least well-known and least
liked among African
Americans (of the top six
candidates). Only 42% of
black voters had a favorable view of him in the latest Q-Poll, and in the
newest release by Economist/YouGov, Buttigieg
had the highest share of
African Americans who
say they’d be disappointed if he became the
nominee. One recent
bright spot – Buttigieg
scores a B+ on the 2020
Racial Justice Scorecard.
• Bernie Sanders is
better known and better
liked by black voters than
some speculate. He
ranked in the top three
primary picks for black
voters in the recent QPoll, and turns out to be
the best-known of all the
Democratic candidates
among African Americans, and the second-best
liked (80% of African
Americans have a favorable opinion of him). He,
like Buttigieg, snags a B+
on the 2020 Racial Justice
Scorecard.
• Amy Klobuchar is
still struggling to gain
traction with black voters. Not surprising, given

her near-total “black out”
of all things “black.” As
was pointed out on a Feb
13th call with Black Economic Alliance stakeholders, a scan of her website
found only one mention of
African Americans (in a
news story posted there).
But she’s doing better
with black voters than one
might think. The Minnesota Senator took 80%
of black voters in a hypothetical
head-to-head
against Trump, which was
neck-and-neck
with
Biden’s 81% of black voters when pit against
Trump. She also scores a
C on the 2020 Racial Justice Scorecard.
• Joe Biden may be
losing his head-and-shoulders edge with black voters, but he still rates as
African Americans’ number one primary pick in
the latest polls. He also
hails as the best known
and most liked candidate
for African Americans,
and they still say Biden
has the best chance of
beating Trump. Biden has
suffered less recent backlash for race-related issues
(compared
to
Bloomberg and Sanders),
which isn’t to say he’s out
of the woods for his many
past missteps on important race-related issues.
The 2020 Racial Justice
Scorecard gives Biden a
grade of D.
• Elizabeth Warren
is hanging in there but
has seen her star fade
with black voters. Warren
won 24% of black voters in
a November 25th Q-Poll,
but only 8% in the February 10th Q-Poll. Still, 85%
of African Americans say
they would back her over
Trump and fewer African
Americans would be disappointed in her becoming
the
Democratic
nominee, compared to
Biden. She also scores the
only A grade on the most
recent 2020 Racial Justice

Scorecard.
• Michael Bloomberg
is riding high in recent
surveys. The newest QPoll shows him in second
place among black voters
nationwide (and with the
biggest
two-month
bounce, from less than 1%
of the black vote in late
November to 22% as of
February 10th). But the
former three-term Mayor
of New York has since
taken a media bruising
following back-to-back reveals of his racial perspectives. He was caught on
tape in 2015 making racist
statements about his support for “stop and frisk”
policies in New York. A
February 15th HuffPost
article resurfaced a slew
of allegations about racist
and sexist acts by
Bloomberg over the
decades. He is the only
leading Democrat with an
F grade on the 2020 Racial
Justice Scorecard (FYI –
Tulsi Gabbard and Donald Trump also earned F
grades).
Who Black Voters
Know Best
Among top ranked Democrats, Sanders is best
known among African
Americans; 95% of black
voters know of the thirdterm Senator from Vermont,
which
–
surprisingly – slightly
edged out the 93% who
knew of former two-term
Vice President Joe Biden
(93%). Warren held a nottoo-distant third (83%).
Buttigieg was the least
well known among black
Democrats; 42% of them
hadn’t heard of Buttigieg
in the February 10th QPoll. Despite his first-place
win in Iowa, Buttigieg had
less name recognition
among African Americans
than any of the top six
contenders.
Possibly a testament to
his marketing prowess (or
the deluge of recent negative media), Bloomberg
was known to 70% of
African Americans, despite his late start in the
race.
Who Black Voters
Like Best
Candidates with the
highest
favorability
among black Democrats
were
Biden
(82%),
Sanders (80%), and Warren (73%). Close to twothirds had a favorable
view of Bloomberg (63%)
while fewer than half had
a favorable view of
Buttigieg (42%) and just
over half had a favorable
view of Klobuchar (56%).
Buttigieg has the
biggest race gap in favorability ratings (71% of
white Democratic voters
held a favorable view of
him, a 29-point gap with
the 42% of African Americans who view him favorably). Three candidates
are viewed more favorably
among black versus white
voters – Sanders, Biden
and Bloomberg. Sanders
had the highest black
edge in favorability (80%
of blacks polled held a favorable view of Sanders, a
9-point gap over the 71% of
whites who did).
Who Black Voters
Like Least
Among black Democrats*, Buttigieg was the

least liked candidate in
the latest Q-Poll (13% had
an unfavorable view of
him). That isn’t so bad,
considering that Sanders
and Biden are nipping his
heels in this category
(12% of black voters see
Sanders unfavorably and
11% say the same of
Biden). But Buttigieg has
another problem in likeability metrics. The most
r
e
c
e
n
t
Economist/YouGov poll
found that 27% of black
voters would be disappointed if Buttigieg won
the Democratic nomination (a bigger share of disappointed black voters
than any other candidate
drew).
Who Black Voters
Favor in the Democratic Primary
Black voters have notably different preferences than whites when
asked who they would
vote for if the Democratic
primary were held today.
In both the Quinnipiac
and Economist/YouGov
polls conducted Feb 911th, Biden is the top pick
for black voters, while
Sanders is the top pick for
whites.
Black voters were consistent across the two
polls. Biden was their firstplace choice in both early
February polls, with either
Bloomberg
or
Sanders in second or
third. Plus, black voters
appear to have gelled
more around their preferences (68% of black voters
favor their top three candidates, versus 52% of white
voters who favor their top
three).
That doesn’t imply that
black voters are circling
their wagons any more
tightly than white voters;
the overwhelming majority of African Americans
say they will support “anyone but Trump.”
Who’s Gaining &
Losing Ground With
Black Voters
Hands
down,
Bloomberg
saw
the
biggest bump among
black voters in the two+
months between Quinnipiac polls in late November
and early February 2020
(a meteoric rise from 0%
of the black vote to 22% in
the latest Q-Poll ).
Sanders had the second
biggest bump (up a net 8
points to 19%).
Biden and Warren saw
the biggest drops, both
falling 16 points to their
current standing – Biden
at 27% of the black vote
and Warren at 8%.
Over the same timeframe, Buttigieg had a net
zero gain and Klobuchar
fell one point.
*Democrats and Democratic leaners
Gypsy Gallardo is
Publisher of the Power
Broker magazine, TheBurgVotes.com and the
forthcoming AmericanBeach.News. She is also
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A hero is dead: Let the reputation smearing begin!
BY MARGARET
SUMMERS
Originally published on
Medium.com

“Tragedy” is an understatement when describing the helicopter crash
which killed retired Lakers basketball superstar
Kobe Bryant, his 13-yearold daughter Gianna, an
up and coming basketball
phenom, and seven others
on Sunday, Jan. 26.
It seemed that whatever else was going on in
the world that day
stopped, as people of all
kinds mourned the death
of a man who still had so
much left to do in his life,
and his daughter who was
in the early stages of
growing into the athlete,
and the woman, she could
have become.
When celebrities die,
it’s the responsibility of
news outlets to tell the
public everything about
them, the bad as well as
the good. But there is a
right way and a wrong
way to do it.
It seemed as though
the bodies of Kobe and Gianna Bryant were barely
cold when Felicia Sonmez,
a Washington Post reporter, tweeted a graphic
2016 article published in
The Daily Beast about
Bryant’s rape case.
In 2003, Bryant, then
24 and married, was accused of raping a 19-yearold woman who worked at
a Colorado resort where
he was staying. He
claimed the sex was consensual. But a physical examination of the woman in
a hospital the next day
found “injuries consistent
with penetrating genital

trauma,” said a detective
during a preliminary hearing, “. . . That’s not consistent with consensual sex.”
The case never went to
trial, as the woman refused to testify in court,
and in 2004, the charges
were dropped. She filed a
separate civil suit which
the two settled out of
court. Bryant issued a
written apology.
“I want to apologize to
her for my behavior that
night and for the consequences she has suffered
in the past year,” the public statement read in part.
“. . .I can only imagine the
pain she has had to endure.” He also apologized
to the woman’s family and
friends in the statement,
as well as to his own family and friends. In a news
conference held before
the preliminary hearing,
Bryant said he was “disgusted with myself for
making the mistake of
adultery.”
Following his death,
various newspapers mentioned the rape case in
their obituaries, but not at
length, other than to note
the initial effect it had on
Bryant’s reputation, and
his losing endorsements
from Nutella, McDonald’s,
and, briefly, from Nike, because of the case.
But Sonmez tweeted
the entire Daily Beast article, as well retweeting
death threats sent to her
in reaction to the article.
At first, Washington
Post managers objected to
her tweet, an on the day
after the helicopter crash,
placed her on administrative leave while they reviewed whether her tweet

violated the newspaper’s
policies on conduct by its
reporters on social media.
Then a letter to the
Post’s managers from 300
Post reporters claimed
that the action was unfair.
By Tuesday, January 28,
Sonmez was reinstated.
And somehow the incident became one of
whether the Post’s managers were interfering
with a journalist’s obligation to tell the truth to the
public.
Sonmez jumped back
onto her Twitter account.
Washington Post journalists endeavor to live up to
the paper’s mission statement, which stated: ‘The
newspaper shall tell ALL
the truth,’ so far as I can
learn it, concerning the
important affairs of America and the world,” Sonmez
tweeted.
“My
suspension, and Mr.
(Marty) Baron’s (Washington Post’s executive editor) Jan. 26 email warning
me that my tweets about a
matter of public record
were ‘hurting this institution’ have unfortunately
sown confusion about the
depth of management’s
commitment to this goal.”
Baron had emailed
Sonmez that her tweets
displayed “a real lack of
judgment,” a sentiment
echoed by the newspaper’s managing editor
Tracy Grant. In a statement, Grant wrote that in
the wake of tragic deaths
like Bryant’s and his
daughter, “We consistently urge restraint . . .”
Grant said in her statement that Sonmez had
been reinstated because
she was not in clear viola-

tion of the newspaper’s social media policy, and
added, “We regret having
spoken publicly about a
personnel matter.”
Unfortunately, Bryant
is not here to defend himself. Since that case, he
was mindful of his image
in the community and
owned what he had done.
He went on to be a good
husband to his wife and a
father who was involved
in his daughters’ lives, despite his hectic schedule
as a basketball player, and
after his retirement, a
coach for Gianna’s basketball team, a businessman,
and an investor.
Bryant was never a
sexual predator, as movie
mogul Harvey Weinstein,
singer R. Kelly and
actor/comedian
Bill
Cosby were, according to
their many victims. Why
dredge up the rape case
against Bryant now? As it
happens, Sonmez is a sexual assault victim. As a victim, does she think it’s
her sworn duty to tear
Bryant’s reputation apart,
even as he had apparently
atoned for what he was
charged with years before
his death?
“A real lack of judgment” is a milder way of
characterizing what Sonmez has done. Imagine
how Bryant’s wife and two
older daughters will feel if
they read that article,
even as they are coming
to grips with the fact that
he’s gone forever. How his
thousands of fans would
feel.
It is reminiscent of
how the news media treat
young black male victims
of police gun violence. No

sooner are the young men
dead than “truths” are disseminated in order to minimize what happened to
them, or to justify police
brutality. This youth had
shoplifted once. That one
smoked marijuana. Of
course, they “deserved” to
die.
Bryant doesn’t “deserve” to be remembered
primarily for the rape
case. He should be remembered for all the ways
he gave back to the community, his commitment
to encouraging young
people to “put in the work”
to achieve their dreams. It
would have been nice if
Sonmez could have waited
at least until after Bryant’s

and Gianna’s funerals to
launch her crusade for
journalists’ right to tell the
truth.
Meanwhile, I hope she
can contain herself for a
few more days so the rest
of us can grieve in peace.
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